The EIMAC 8989/4CX12,000A is a ceramic/metal power
tetrode intended for use in audio or radio frequency
applications. It features a type of internal mechanical
structure which results in high rf operating efficiency.
Low rf losses in this structure permit operation at full
ratings up to 250 MHz.

The 8989/4CX12,000A has a gain of over 18 dB in FM
broadcast service, and is also recommended for rf linear
amplifier service, and for VHF television linear ampli-
fier service. The anode is rated for 12 kilowatts of
dissipation with forced-air cooling and incorporates a
highly efficient cooler of new design.

GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS 1

ELECTRICAL

Filament: Thoriated Tungsten
Voltage « o v o o ¢ v 0 0 o v 0 o o 7.5 + 0.37
Current @ 7.5 volts . . . . « « « o & 120
Amplification Factor (average) Grid to Screen . . PRI
Direct Interelectrode Capacitance (grounded cathode)
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1. Characteristics and operating values are based on performance tests. These
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figures may change

without notice as the result of additional data or product refinement. Varian EIMAC should be
consulted before using this information for final equipment design.
2. Capacitance values are for a cold tube as measured in a special shielded fixture in accord-

ance with Electronic Industries Association Standard RS-191.

MECHANICAL

Maximum Overall Dimensions:
Length (height) « v 5 « v s  © ¢ s 5 © s s & & ¢« © ® & & @ =
Diameter & ¢ o ¢ ¢ ¢ o 6 e bt e b e 4 e e o e e e e e e e e

Net Weight (approximate) . « ¢ ¢ v ¢ v v ¢ o o o o o o o o o o o

Operating PoSTtion o &« ¢ o ¢ o ¢ o o ¢ o o o o o o o o o o o o
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Maximum Operating Temperature, Ceramic/Metal Seals & Anode Core
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Recommended Air System Socket (for dc, LF, HF applications) . .

Recommended Air System Socket (for VHF applications) . . . . . .

Recommended Air Chimney . . . . . . . .

Available Screen Bypass Capacitor Kit for

SK-360 (8000 pF @ DCWV

9.84 In; 25.
7.76 In; 19.
14 1bs; 6.

Vertical

0 cm
7 cm
4 kg
Only

Forced Air

250°C

Special Concentric
EIMAC SK-300A
EIMAC SK-360
EIMAC SK-336
EIMAC SK-355

Available Anode Connector CTiPp o o o ¢ o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o EIMAC ACC-3
RADIO FREQUENCY POWER AMPLIFIER OR OSCILLATOR Typical Operation (Frequencies to 30 MHz) #
Class C Telegraphy or FM - Key Down Conditions
Plate Voltage .« « « & ¢ ¢ o o & & 9.0 kVdc
ABSOLUTE MAXIMUM RATINGS: Screen Voltage « « « v o o o o o W 750 Vdc
DC PLATE VOLTAGE . . . . . . 10.0  KILOVOLTS el o ey B
DC SCREEN VOLTAGE . . . . . 2.0 KILOVOLTS i) L R A T
DC GRID VOLTAGE . . . ...  -500 VOLTS [ELERg ol & e m @ Wi e
rid Current * . . . o v o o o o 63 mAdc
DC PLATE CURRENT . . . . . . 3.5 AMPERES Peak rf Grid Voltage * 335 v
PLATE DISSIPATION . . . . . 12.0 KILOWATTS Driving P ¥ 9 P SRS e 23 W
SCREEN DISSIPATION . . . . . 300 WATTS J YOWED = =8 o wow e ol v
GRID DISSIPATION 150 WATTS Plate Dissipation * . . . . . . . 5470 W
SR Plate Output Power * . . . . . . . 20 kW
* Approximate value # Calculated data Load Impedance . . .« . . « « « o & 1590  Ohms

394850 (Effective February 1985)
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@ 8989/4CX12,000A

RADIO FREQUENCY POWER AMPLIFIER
Commercial FM Service

ABSOLUTE MAXIMUM RATINGS:

DC PLATE VOLTAGE . . . . 10.0 KILOVOLTS
DC SCREEN VOLTAGE . . . 2.0 KILOVOLTS
DC GRID VOLTAGE . . . . -500 VOLTS

DC PLATE CURRENT . . . . 3.5 AMPERES
PLATE DISSIPATION . . . 12.0 KILOWATTS
SCREEN DISSIPATION . . . 300 WATTS

GRID DISSIPATION . . . . 150 WATTS

* Approximate # Delivered to the load

Measured Operation, Commercial FM Service

Operation in EIMAC CV-2210 Cavity at 108.1 MHz

Plate Voltage . . « ¢« « « & 8.0 8.0 10.0 kvdc
Screen Voltage . « « « « o & 750 800 800 Vdc
Grid Voltage . « « « « « « & -300 -400 -300 Vdc
Plate Current . . . « « . . 1.6 2.58 2.81 Adc
Screen Current * . . . . . . 115 120 130 mAdc
Grid Currento* s 5. 0 5 e 51 38 32 mAdc
Driving Power * . . . . . . 165: - 260-=:275 W
Useful Power Output # . . . 11.0 15.8 22.5 kW
Efficieney con & < 5vss o s 84 778052 %
Gain oot e i e e . 18.4 18.0 19.1 dB

TYPICAL OPERATION values are obtained by measurement or by calculation

from published characteristic

curves. To obtain the specified plate current at the specified bias, screen, and plate voltages, ad-
justment of rf grid voltage is assumed. If this procedure is followed, there will be little variat-
jon in output power when the tube is replaced, even though there may be some variation in grid and
screen currents. The grid and screen currents which occur when the desired plate current is obtained
are incidental and vary from tube to tube. These current variations cause no performance degradation
providing the circuit maintains the correct voltage in the presence of the current variations.

APPL

ICATION

MECHANICAL

MOUNTING - The 4CX12,000A must be operated with
its axis vertical. The base of the tube may be up
or down at the convenience of the designer.

SOCKET & CHIMNEY - The EIMAC air-system sockets
SK-300A and SK-360, and air chimney SK-336 are de-
signed especially for use with the 4CX12,000A. The
SK300A may be used for dc, LF or HF applications,
while for VHF service the SK-360 should be used.
The SK-355 screen bypass capacitor kit is avail-
able for use with the SK-360. The recommended air
flow through either socket, in a base-to-anode
direction, provides effective cooling of the base,
with air then guided through the anode cooling
fins by the air chimney.

COOLING - The maximum temperature rating for the
external surfaces of the tube is 250 Deg.C, and
sufficient forced-air cooling must be used in all
applications to keep the temperature of the anode
(at the base of the cooling fins) and the tem-
perature of the ceramic/metal seals comfortably
below this rated maximum.

It is considered good engineering practice to de-
sign for a maximum anode core temperature of 225°C
and temperature-sensitive paints are available for
checking base and seal temperatures before any de-
sign is finalized. Application Bulletin #20 titled
TEMPERATURE MEASUREMENTS WITH EIMAC POWER TUBES is
available on request.

It is also good practice to allow for variables
such as dirty air filters, rf seal heating, and
the fact that the anode cooling fins may not be
clean if the tube has been in service for some
length of time. Special attention is required in
cooling the center of the stem (base), by means of
special directors or some other provision. An air
interlock system should be incorporated in the
design to automatically remove all voltages from
the tube in case of even partial failure of the
tube cooling air.

Minimum air flow requirements for a maximum anode
temperature of 250°C for various altitudes and

dissipation levels are listed. The pressure drop
values shown are approximate and are for the tube
mounted in an SK-300A socket with an SK-336 air
chimney, with air passing through the socket in a
base-to-anode direction and then on to the anode
cooler. Pressure drop in a typical installation
will be higher because of system loss.

Inlet Air Temperature = 25°C

Sea Level Plate Flow Press.
Diss. Rate Drop
Watts CFM In.Water
7500 120 0.27
10000 170 0.55
12500 260 1.12
5000 Feet Plate Flow Press.
Diss. Rate Drop
Watts CFM In.Water
7500 140 0.40
10000 210 0.56
12500 310 1.14
10,000 Feet Plate Flow Press.
Diss. Rate Drop
Watts CFM In.Water
7500 170 0.40
10000 250 0.70
12500 380 129
Inlet Air Temperature = 35°C
Sea Level Plate Flow Press.
Diss. Rate Drop
Watts CFM In.Water
7500 130 0.30
10000 190 0.69
12500 300 1.28
5000 Feet Plate Flow Press.
Diss. Rate Drop
Watts CFM In.Water
7500 160 0.45
10000 240 0.70
12500 360 1.43




10,000 Feet Plate Flow Press.
Diss. Rate Drop
Watts CFM In.Water
7500 190 0.45
10000 290 0.85
12500 430 1.59
Inlet Air Temperature = 50°C
Sea Level Plate Flow Press.
Diss. Rate Drop
Watts CFM In.Water
7500 160 0.41
10000 240 0.84
12500 360 1.58
5000 Feet Plate Flow Press.
Diss. Rate Drop
Watts CFM In.Water
7500 190 0.45
10000 290 0.85
12500 440 1.74
10,000 Feet Plate Flow Press.
Diss. Rate Drop
Watts CFM In.Water
7500 230 0.56
10000 350 1.00
12500 530 2205

When 1long 1life and consistent performance are
factors cooling in excess of minimum requirements
is normally beneficial.

Air flow must be applied before or simultaneously
with the application of power, including the tube
filament, and should normally be maintained for a
short period of time after all power is removed to
allow for tube cooldown.

ELECTRICAL

FILAMENT OPERATION - During turn-on the filament
inrush current should be limited to 300 amperes.
At rated (nominal) filament voltage the peak emis-
sion capability of the tube is many times that
needed for communication service. A reduction in
filament voltage will lower the filament tempera-
ture, which will substantially increase tube life
expectancy. The correct value of filament voltage
should be determined for the particular appli-
cation. It is recommended the tube be operated at
full nominal voltage for an initial stabilization
period of 100 to 200 hours before any action is
taken to operate at reduced voltage. The voltage
should gradually be reduced until there is a
slight degradation in performance (such as power
output or distortion). The filament voltage should
then be increased two or three tenths of a volt
above the value where performance degradation was
noted for operation. The operating point should be
rechecked after 24 hours. Filament voltage should
be closely regulated when voltage is to be reduced
below nominal in this manner, to avoid any adverse
influence by normal line voltage variations.

Filament voltage should be measured at the tube
base or socket, using an accurate rms-responding
meter. Periodically throughout the 1life of the
tube the procedure outlined above for reduction of
voltage should be repeated, with voltage reset as
required, to assure best tube life. EIMAC Appli-
cation Bulletin #18 titled EXTENDING TRANSMITTER
TUBE LIFE is available on request.

8989/4CX12,000A @@

ABSOLUTE MAXIMUM RATINGS - Values shown for each
type of service are based on the "absolute system"
and are not to be exceeded under any service con-
ditions. These ratings are limiting values outside
which the serviceability of the tube may be im-
paired. In order not to exceed absolute ratings
the equipment designer has the responsibility of
determining an average design value for each rat-
ing below the absolute value of that rating by a
safety factor so that the absolute values will
never be exceeded under any usual conditions of
supply-voltage variation, load variation, or
manufacturing variation in the equipment itself.
It does not necessarily follow that combinations

of absolute maximum ratings can be attained simuT-

taneously.

ELECTRODE DISSIPATION RATINGS - The maximum dis-
sipation ratings for the 4CX12,000A must be res-
pected to avoid damage to the tube. An exception
is the plate dissipation which may be permitted to
rise above the rated maximum during brief periods
(10 seconds maximum) such as may occur during
tuning.

GRID OPERATION - The maximum control grid dissipa-
tion is 150 watts, determined approximately by the
product of the dc grid current and the peak posi-
tive grid voltage. A protective spark-gap device
should be connected between the control grid and
the cathode to guard against excessive voltage.

SCREEN OPERATION - The maximum screen grid dissi-
pation is 300 watts. With no ac applied to the
screen grid, dissipation is simply the product of
dc screen voltage and the dc screen current. With
screen modulation, dissipation is dependent on rms
screen voltage and rms screen current. Plate volt-
age, plate loading, or bias voltage must never be
removed while filament and screen voltages are
present, since screen dissipation ratings will be
exceeded. Energy limiting circuitry (which will
activate if there is a fault condition) and spark
gap over-voltage protection are recommended as
good engineering practice.

The tube may exhibit reversed (negative) screen
current under some operating conditions. The
screen supply voltage must be maintained constant
for any values of negative and positive screen
current which may be encountered. Dangerously high
plate current may flow if the screen power supply
exhibits a rising voltage characteristic with
negative screen current. Stabilization may be ac-
complished with a bleeder resistor connected from
screen to cathode, to assure that net screen sup-
ply current is always positive. This is absolutely
essential if a series electronic regulator is
employed.

FAULT PROTECTION - In addition to the normal plate
over-current interlock, screen current interlock,
and air-flow interlock, the tube must be protected
from damage caused by an internal plate arc which
may occur at high plate voltage. A protective re-
sistance should always be connected in series
with each tube anode, to help absorb power supply
stored energy if an internal arc should occur. If
power supply stored energy is high an electronic
crowbar, which will discharge power supply capaci-
tors in a few microseconds after the start of an
arc, is recommended. The test for each electrode
supply is to short each electrode to ground, one
at a time, through a vacuum relay switch and a 6-







